
Officers and Directors of the Great Lakes Chapter 2019 
 
President, Derek Shiels  I am based in Petoskey, where I am on the stewardship staff 
at Little Traverse Conservancy.  Prior to moving to northern Michigan, I had the 
fortune of rappelling into caves, hiking mountains, and searching wetlands for rare 
sedges, all while earning a paycheck!  My graduate research was on bulrush 
systematics in Dr. Anna Monfils lab at Central Michigan University. As an outlet for my 
interest in biodiversity and conservation, I started Rate My Land, a networking 
website for private landowners and naturalists.  Derek@landtrust.org 
 
Vice-President, Liana May  Liana is the owner and operator of Borealis Consulting LLC, 
where she specializes in botanical surveys, natural community mapping, and 
conservation-oriented natural resource management plans. Growing up in the dunes 
and forests of Leelanau County, she had a passion for plant diversity, biogeography, 
and conservation from a young age. This has led to a diverse path of studying 
reforestation in Madagascar, human-forest interactions in Tanzania, and over a 
decade of mapping vascular plant occurrences in Michigan. Current projects include 
monitoring changes in vegetation structure and diversity inside of deer enclosures at 
the Leelanau Conservancy’s Palmer Woods and encouraging public engagement in 
natural sciences though citizen science workshops, presentations, classes, and 
bio-blitzes. Liana teaches several botany mini-courses at Northwestern Michigan 
College in Traverse City each summer. She earned a B.S. in Environmental Science 
(2006) and a M.S. in Conservation Ecology, Informatics, and GIS (2013) from the 
University of Michigan’s School of Natural Resources and Environment. Her graduate 
research in the Global Change Ecology Lab focused on seedling recruitment dynamics 
in the dry forests of coastal Tanzania. liana.n.may@gmail.com 
 
Secretary, Gin Cawood  Resides in McBain, MI  enjoying nature to the fullest.  
 
Treasurer, Emily Douglas,  Currently works for the Leelanau Conservancy as a Land 
Steward, monitoring the public areas and helping with restoration projects. She 
previously worked for Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore monitoring and 
surveying inland lakes for Aquatic Invasive Species and worked with Grand Canyon 
National Park restoring and delisting the endangered sentry milk-vetch (Astragalus 
cremnophylax var. cremnophylax). Emily graduated from Arizona State University 
with a degree in Botany. She LOVES native plant species and the role they play within 
the health of the ecosystem and she is delighted to be working in her field of study to 
protect important plant and wildlife habitats. Emily lives in Cedar with her partner 
Blaise and son Lennon and enjoys the woods in every season. When she is not trying 
to identify plants, you may find her canoeing, camping or sewing. 
emsuedouglas@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Derek@landtrust.org
mailto:liana.n.may@gmail.com
mailto:emsuedouglas@gmail.com


Director-at-large, Phyllis Higman, a Botanist with the Michigan Natural Features 
Inventory, has spent over 20 years exploring Michigan’s native ecological communities 
and rare and declining species. She enjoys teaching others about natural features and 
their threats, in order to strengthen understanding and support for their sustainable 
management. Currently, she is working statewide to help implement strategic action 
to address impacts from invasive species. She loves traveling and exploring new 
ecosystems by foot, bicycle, ski and kayak. higmanp@michigan.gov 
 
Director-at-large, Carolyn Miller, Carolyn’s interest in Michigan flora started out at a 
very young age and has continued throughout her life. She has a B.S. in Botany from 
Michigan State University, where she currently serves as the Plant Recorder for the 
W.J. Beal Botanical Garden and Campus Arboretum. Carolyn’s responsibilities there 
include collecting phenology data, creating and maintaining an inventory of all the 
trees and shrubs throughout the MSU campus, and keeping records and maps 
up-to-date utilizing innovative GPS and GIS technology. She also serves on the MSU 
Campus Landscape Stewardship Committee and is involved with campus sustainability 
through the wood repurposing program & invasive species removal. Carolyn is actively 
involved in a host of environmental and conservation organizations including the Red 
Cedar Wild Ones, Mid-Michigan Corporative Invasive Species Management Area, and 
the Capital Area Audubon. She previously served as the Curator of Plant Collections at 
the Naples Botanical Garden in Naples, Florida, where she was involved with the 
major expansion of the garden. She also served as the Plant Recorder for the Meijer 
Gardens in Grand Rapids, Michigan. carolynjmiller43@gmail.com 
 
Director-at-large, Irene Eiseman  I have enjoyed botany since the time I planted my 
first seed, but never had the dedication that it takes to be a professional botanist. 
Instead, I pursued an MS degree in Pharmacognosy (medicinal plant products) and 
later an MBA.  I’ve been a member of MBC for at least three decades at various roles 
in the Huron Valley and Great Lakes Chapters, and look forward to the clubs events for 
year to come. Mushroom hunting and plants of all kinds keeps life interesting. 
eisemani@gmail.com 
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