APRIL MEETING RECAP

Peter Murray, on the Landscape Staff at MSU gawerainteresting talk on the history of Beal
Garden. Mr. Murray showed a slide of the first@ot Building, an impressive structure built in
1880 and which is near the garden that Dr. Beatetke It was tragically lost to fire in 1890. Wha
is now known as Beal Garden was originally callésefy Hollow through which ran Sleepy
Hollow Creek, now reduced to a buried 4 foot pigech still empties into the Red Cedar River.

A stand of Norway spruce, a Wisteria vine, andKhesura tree are among the older, historical
specimens still extant in the garden. Dr. Beallaisdsuccessors such as Dr. Donnelly were also
instrumental in establishing and eventually fendimgBaker and Sanford natural areas. Beal's
experiment, perhaps the longest running experifeoivn, of preserving seeds in buried bottles is
still yielding fertile seeds when these bottlesd@ug up and the contents allowed to germinate.
Upon Dr. Beal’s death in 1924 the Garden was naimekim and today its display of plants in four
functions: systematic, economic, ecological, amdi$gape is unmatched.

MAY MEETING
7:30 PM, TUESDAY, MAY 2

Please join us as Dr. Alan Fryday, Assistant Curatthe M.S.U. Herbarium gives

us a most unique talk onl,.ithens of the Scottish Highlands”. The lichens flora of the
Scottish Highlands is unique in Europe and probéiyworld. Dr. Fryday explains how this is a
consequence of climate and compares the floraseithe similar areas in North America and the
Southern Hemisphere.

Dr Fryday lived and worked for many years in thet8sh Highlands and studied their lichen flora
for his doctorate. For the past seven years hééas the curator of the internationally important
lichen collection at MSU.

We’ll meet in Room 244, Natural Science Buildingeaampus at 7:30 PM._Do also consider
joining us and our speaker for dinner at 5:30 PhhatHarrison Road Housecated on the
northeast corner of Michigan Avenue and HarrisoadRoThis is just one block south of the
Kellogg Center. We've reserved a spot for yolhia tear green house. See you there.

MAY FIELD TRIP
SATURDAY, May 20 10:30 AM

Our May field trip will be to the Portland Stateri®a Area. This is a wide spread area composed of
5 different sites but all bordering the Grand Rivéhis certainly has the features that encourage a
wide variety of spring wildflowers. After our toamany of us will lunch together at a local
restaurant. Megan plans to scout the some aregedal plant sites. Look forward to seeing you in
the field.

We'll meet at the Park-and-Ride parking lot at tloethwest corner of the Portland exit (#77) off I-
96. Since itis a bit farther than our usual nregsites, we’ll get there by 10:30 AM.
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APRIL FIELD TRIP RECAP

Members and guests met on Saturday, 22 April, Haatyy at Lake Lansing Park. It was a beautiful
spring morning and ideal for an easy 2.5 mile kthobugh the woodlands, wetlands, and fields of
this Ingham County Park. Spring wildflowers, howewvere in short supply on these trails and
more species of frogs were heard than specieofrbhg wildflowers seen. This did not diminish
the pleasure of being out in nature on such arfinening.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY OUR MEMBERS

The Superior Peninsula: Seasons in the Upper Penmis of Michigan -- by Lon L. Emerick (Ron Priest)
Oak: The Frame of Civilization -- by William Bryant Logan (Ron Priest)
Linnaeus' Philosophia Botanica-- by Carl Linnaeus, Stephen Freer (Jane Taylor)

Pioneer Naturalists-- by Howard Ensign Evans (Jim Hewitt)

LOCAL SIGHTINGS

| hope everyone is taking the time to get out dythis fast-moving spring season (two weeks ahead
of average?) to enjoy the spring ephemerals. ReethONatural Area is a carpet of white on bothside
of Kalamazoo Street. From large colonies of False-Bhnemone and Cut-leaved Toothwort to a few
specimens of White Trout-lily and Squirrel Cornrillilum is up strong in Baker Woodlot; the
Bloodroot flowers have come and gone.
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PLANTS OF THE MONTH

There are a number of plants with the word “faisetheir common name. This seems a bit
denigrating and an easy way out of coming up wiftesh new name. False Solomon’s-Seal is
really quite distinctive from the true Solomon’sabeThe False Rue-anemone is quite similar to
the Rue-anemone; both are delightful small whitevéred plants, blooming now in our spring
woods.

Rue-anemone False Rue-anemone
Anemone thalictroides Isopyrum biternatum
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FIRST FIELD PLANT SURVEY
BENGEL WILDLIFE CENTER
15 April 2006

A more stunning day to begin our first plant sureé¥engel’s 259 acre holdings would be difficult
to imagine! It was sunny with a light breeze fridme north, and with temperatures floating in the
70’s. Our objectives for our first survey wereggtn an overall sense of the various habitats
available and how our draft survey (handily develbpy Megan) works.

Bengel Director, Dennis Fijalkowski, attended aagtlgyus an introduction to the several habitats,
what plants to expect, and ease of access. Dalsuigprovided us with an interesting history of the
property. The seven of us agreed to walk to th&t awed identify plants on the forested island of
Priggoaris Lake. We traveled as a group but ohteeaisland divided into a group searching the
crest area while others traversed the perimetewsi area. We found portions of the trails
overgrown though passable. By 2 PM we all hadrabke at the lodge.

We all had a great lunch from our own homes orstwmnd floor porch, watched a variety of birds
(including a pair of nesting Sandhill cranes), distussed our finds, our survey form, what to do
next. Two defining ideas came forth: 1) our syraeeds to be appealing to our volunteers; 2) let
us not attempt more than is reasonable; 3) letingey along existing trails since is where visitors
are most likely to be and they also provide acbdggito our surveyors.

So, what did we learn? Walking the island is aglfe even before plants are in full leaf. No
spring flowers were seen except for a few violaves. Dennis told us of one or more black gum
trees but we didn’t find it (them) though we dic spiite a few sassafras. Also found of interest
were a few species of oak including a possible idydbwamp white.

Over lunch we decided to keep our form as it isfbatis our survey on either the east bog area or
the prairie (UM2). Both of these areas offer easgess for surveying and by identifying plants in
these areas provide more immediately usable infoomé#or visitors.

Our April participants included: Megan Daniels, Jawitt, Dorothy McMeekin, Bob and Betty
Peebles, Ron Priest, and Abbie Schrotenboer,

We hope you'll consider joining our small devotedup to survey and learn new plant species we
discover at Bengel. We also hope to add subsataddtirds, fungi, and insects. So do consider
adding your knowledge and desire to learn by jgnis on this next survey.

Our second survey will be 13 May. Do plan to meget0:00 AM. Bring a bag lunch. We'll be
able to survey both the East Bog and the Easti€raftou may want boots for the bog.

Directions to Bengel: The Bengel Wildlife Centelacated off 169 northeast of Lansing. Take exit
92 (Bath/Webster Rd) on 1-69 and head north 1/2 mailDrumheller Road turn east (right) and go
1/2 mile to our entrance on the right

Hope we see you there. Carpe diem! Ron Priest



